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Grade 8

Social Studies Literature Science Math Vocabulary Language Arts Religion

Among the genres | Study of scientific | The skills practiced | Textbook: Textbook: Prentice The curriculum

The skills read are: fiction, methods throughout the year | Vocabulary Hall Writing and involves the use of
practiced nonfiction, Design scientific | include the Workshop Level C | Grammar (2008) two textbooks.
throughout the biography, investigations following: Sadlier-Oxford
year include the autobiography, Conduct Algebraic (2005) The curriculum is Textbook: Blest
following: The folktales, plays, investigations expressions and divided into three Are We The Story
New Republic and myths. They | Analyze data integers including Vocabulary areas. of our Church
including the will read classic | Construct charts | order of operations, | Workshop Level C Silver Burdett Ginn
Jefferson Eraand | hovels and and graphs absolute value, and | is a tool in helping | Part I: Writing Religion (2005)
the War of 1812. selections from Form reasonable | inductive students expand Techniques
The Growing Nation | their literature explanations reasoning. Solving | their vocabularies, | Writing Process (The | Unit 1 The Marks
including the series. on data one-step equations | improve their writing process isan | of the Church
Jackson Era and Comprehension Communicate and inequalities vocabulary skills, integral part of the from the
Manifest Destiny. | skills practiced results including properties | and prepare for the | curriculum. Each Beginning

We will also learn
about the Civil
War including the
economy, slavery,
and reconstruction.
There will also be a
geography bee. The
students will study
maps, charts,
graphs, & atlases

include: setting,
plot, main idea,
supporting
details, irony,
foreshadowing,
summarizing, and
drawing
conclusions. They
will be asked to
respond to a

Study the
structure and
function of
human body
Study Skeletal
system

Study the
composition and
structure of bones
Study the

of numbers,
simplifying variable
expressions, and
graphing. Decimals
and equations
including rounding
and estimating,
solving equations,
mean, median, and
mode, and using

vocabulary strands
of standardized
tests. The textbook
is comprised of
fifteen units in
which the three
hundred key words
are introduced.

The work of each

section will be
revisited with each
writing style
introduced.)
-prewriting,
drafting,
revising,
editing and
proofreading,
and publishing

Unit 1 begins a
study of the marks,
or characteristics,
of the early
apostolic Church.
Young people will
learn how the
marks were there
from the beginning
and are the basis for




to prepare for this
contest. They will
also research a
country of their
choice. They will
study the
geographic region,
culture, religions,
languages, and
govt. of this
country. They will
host an ethnic fair
to display their
work. They will
also study for and
take the Illinois
Constitution test.

variety of
prompts to assess
their
comprehension of
several different
selections.
Language Arts
will be integrated
into this subject
often.

structure and
function of
human body
Study Skeletal
system

Study the
composition and
structure of bones
Study the
structure and
function of
human body
Study Skeletal
system

Study the
structure and
function of
human body
Study and name
26 main bones of
the body

Study of the
vertebral

column

Study of joints,
ligaments and
tendons

Study of muscular
system
Dissection of
chicken

wing

Paper on
dissection

Study of digestion
system

formulas. Factors,
fractions, and
exponents including
divisibility and
factors, exponents,
prime factorization,
and rational
numbers. And
finally, area,
surface area, and
volume.

unit is divided into
a five-part
structure:
Definitions
Completing the
Sentence
Synonyms and
Antonyms
Choosing the Right
Word
Vocabulary in
Context

Follow-Up
Activities
-writing essays
or stories
-writing
sentences

The Reviews
A review follows
every three units.
The structure of
each review is:
Vocabulary for
Comprehension
Grammar in
Context
Two-Word
Completion
Choosing the Right
Meaning
Antonyms
Word Families
Word Associations

and presenting

Sentences

-organization and
structure

Paragraphs

-main idea
-topic sentence
-unity and
coherence

Compositions

-writing styles
-formal and
informal English

Narration

-autobiographical
writing
(prewriting
techniques:
freewriting,
blueprinting,
writing round,
looping, and
topic bank)

-elements of a
short story
(characters, plot,
conflict,
and resolution)

Description

-structure (coding
details, cubing,
and adding
functional
paragraphs, and
highlighting
adverbs

present beliefs
about the Church.

Apostolic: Founded
on the Apostles
Our faith,
summarized in the
Apostles' Creed, is
the same as the
faith of the first
apostles.

Holy: Jesus Christ
in the Sacraments
In the sacraments,
we meet the risen
Christ. We become
the Church—God's
holy people.

Catholic: Open and
Respectful of All
The word catholic
means “universal”
or “open to all.”
Catholics are

called to welcome
all people.

One: Praying for
Unity

In the Church, no
one ministry or
minister is more
important than
another. At the end




Study the main
organs and
functions of
system

Study the
nutrients needed
in the body
Study of the
functions and
components of
blood

Study the
circulation system
Study the path of
blood in the heart
and lungs

Study the blood
vessels and
problems of the
system Study of
digestion system
Study the main
organs and
functions of
system

Study of digestion
system

Study the main
organs and
functions of
system

Study the
nutrients needed
in the body
Study of the
functions and

Building with
Classical Roots

SAT Sections
-Vocabulary for
Comprehension
-Grammar in
Context
-Two-Word
Completion
-Choosing the
Right Meaning

and adjectives)
Persuasion
(Persuasive Essay)
-developing a
thesis
statement
-organizing to
create drama
-coding focus
words
Exposition
(Comparison-and-
Contrast Essay)
-gathering details
using a Venn
Diagram
-layering ideas
Using SEE
(State, Extend,
and Elaborate)
-color coding to
check
organization
and balance
Exposition (Cause-
and-Effect Essay)
-prewriting
techniques
(browsing and
self-interview)
-appealing to your
audience
-defining your
purpose
-analyzing order
Exposition (How-to-

of each unit

of Blest Are We,
the We Care section
brings social justice
issues to life
through stories
about young people
who are helping
bring about a
kingdom of love
and justice. They
introduce social
justice issues

from a Catholic
perspective.

Unit 2 The
Growth of
Christendom

Unit 2 studies the
first centuries of the
early Church,
describing
disagreements
between early
church leaders and
the development of
liturgical traditions
and church
teachings that are
essential to
Christian

faith today.

Councils, Cultures,
and Conflicts




components of
blood

Study the
circulation system
Study the path of
blood in the heart
and lungs

Study the blood
vessels and
problems of the
system

Study the
respiration system
Study the paths
oxygen travels in
the body

Study the
exchange of gases
in the system
Study the
excretory system
Study the
placement,
function and
actions of the
Kidneys

Study of the
functions of
human skin
Study the parts,
and functions of
the nervous
system

Study the parts
and functions of
the human brain

Essay)
-prewriting
techniques
(invisible ink and
listing)
-compiling an
audience profile
-organizing details
in chronological
order
-using revising
strategies
(steps, stacks,
chains, and
balances)
Research (Research
Report)
-using MLA
standards
-using a variety of
sources
-developing a
thesis
statement
-making an outline
-taking effective
notes
-using analytic
talk
Responding to
Literature
-Creating a
reader’s
response journal
-using a pentad
-gathering details

Twenty-two
different church
traditions make
up the universal
Catholic Church.

Liturgy and Unity,
Worship and
Beauty

Throughout history
words of the liturgy
have remained the
same.

The Church and the
Empire

The Church
reminds us that
obedience to God
comes before
obedience

to any civil
authority.

For Unit 2, this
section focuses on
"We Care about
Family and
Friends" supporting
the Catholic Social
Teaching theme:
Call to Family and
Community
Participation.

Unit 3 An Age of




Study the senses
of the human
body

Study the affects
of alcohol,
tobacco, and
drugs in the
human body
Dissection of frog
Ten days of
system by system
dissection of frog
Paper on
dissection

(using a
hexagonal)
-conduct a
“process share”

Writing for

Assessment

-analyzing the
prompt

Part 1l: Grammar,
Usage,
And Mechanics

D.O.L. (Daily Oral
Language) is used to
reinforce grammar,
usage, and
mechanics.
Comprehensive
grammar instruction,
practice and ongoing
diagnostics ensure
skills mastery.

Nouns and Pronouns
Verbs
Adjectives and
Adverbs
Prepositions
Conjunctions and
Interjections
Sentence Parts
-complete subjects
and predicates
-complements

Faith

And Beauty
Young people will
discover how
medieval

society in Europe
produced traditions
that define much of
Catholicism today.
They will also learn
how the Church
was a part of
everyday life and
how society
revolved around
the Church.

Faith Expressed
and Lived

We should keep
ourselves open to
receive God's gift
of faith and
continue to
nourish it in
ourselves.

Mass in the
Cathedral

The Eucharist is the
Church's great
offering of
thanksgiving to
God for the gift of
salvation and the
Eucharist.




-subject and verb

agreement
Phrases and Clauses
Sentence Structure
Modifiers
Punctuation
Capitalization

Part 111: Academic
and Workplace
Skills

The third part of the
curriculum helps
students to develop
real-world skills for
success in school and
beyond.

Speaking Skills
-informal and
formal
speaking skills
Listening Skills
-listening
effectively
-listening critically
Viewing Skills
-viewing
information
media critically
-interpreting fine
art
Representing Skills
-working with
multimedia

The Quest for
Salvation

Jesus Christ
commands us to
live in peace and to
love all people as
our neighbors. We
are saved through
Jesus Christ and
God's grace.

Unit 4 Reason,
Rebellion, and
Reform

Unit 4 focuses on
the Renaissance
and the
Reformation. It
describes causes of
the Reformation
and the different
Protestant traditions
that resulted from
it.

Reforming the
Church

True reform begins
within each
person’s heart as he
or she seeks God’s
truth.

Forgiveness and
Reconciliation




-performing and
interpreting
Vocabulary and
Spelling
-studying words
systematically
-studying word
parts and
origins
-understanding the
influence
of other cultures
and languages
Reading Methods and
Tools
Basic Study Skills
Reference Skills
Test-Taking Skills

Reconciliation
celebrates the fact
that God is merciful
and always
welcomes us back.

Morality and
Salvation

We choose to
accept or reject
God’s love based
on the choices we
make throughout
our lives.

Unit 5 Returning
to the Roots of
Christianity

The renewal of
Catholicism as the
most positive result
of the Reformation
for Catholics is the
focus of Unit 5.

Modern
Ecumenical
Councils

The living God
continues a
personal revelation
through Scripture
and Church
Tradition.




Renewal of the
Liturgy

Sincere liturgical
participation brings
worshippers closer
to God and helps
them experience
God’s own
holiness.

The Moral Struggle
of a New Age
Social justice is
imperative for the
survival of life, and
is the Gospel of life
Jesus preached.

Liturgical
Calendar

The students
explore the mystery
of Jesus Christ
through learning
about the liturgical
calendar.

Feast and Seasons
Ordinary Time 1
Ordinary Time 2
Advent

Christmas

Lent

Holy Week

Easter

Feast Days




-The Conversion
of Saint Paul
-Trinity Sunday
-Assumption of
the Blessed
Virgin Mary

Mary

Saints
-Saint Hildegard
of Bingen
-Saint John
Nepomucene
Neumann
-Saint Raymond
of Penafort
-Saint Perpetua
-Saint Felicity
-Saint Bridget of
Sweden

Textbook: The Gift
of the Spirit Silver
Burdett Ginn
Religion (2003)
This textbook is
utilized as a
guideline to prepare
the students for the
sacrament of
Confirmation. It is
organized in a
journal format. The
book allows the
students to reflect
on various aspects
of their journey.




The lessons of
study are:

Baptism and
Eucharist

The Gift of the
Spirit

Conformity to
Christ

Bearing Witness to
Christ

Reflection on the
Sacrament

The students will
learn about the lives
of various saints.
They will also
attend a retreat to
reflect on their
continuance of
Christ’s mission.
Service hours are
part of the
sacramental
preparation.




